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The talk will focus on the rising problem of internet antisemitism and online hatred that is found 

on all platforms, not just on social media, but also on the online commentary sections of quality 

media.  The spreading of antisemitic texts and pictures on all accessible as well as seemingly 

non-radical platforms, their rapid and multiple distribution on the WWW, a discourse domain 

less controlled than other media1, is by now commonly shared within the space of public online 

communication. As a result, the increasing importance of Web communication makes 

antisemitism generally more acceptable in mainstream discourse and leads to a normalization of 

anti-Jewish utterances2.  

Empirical results from a longitudinal corpus study are presented. They show how centuries old 

anti-Jewish stereotypes are persistently verbally reproduced and actualized across different 

social strata. The data confirm that hate speech on online platforms follows the pattern of 

classical antisemitism: The texts reveal that contemporary antisemitism is camouflaged as 

“criticism” but still roots on the ancient and medieval stereotypes and mental models of Jew 

hostility. Thus, the “israelization of antisemitism”3, the most dominant manifestation of modern 

Judeophobia proves to be merely a new garb for the age-old Jew hatred.  
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